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Luxury Motors 
of Rehoboth Beach
John Ferguson, owner
luxurymotorsrb@aol.com 
302-226-2100 
20575 Coastal Highway 
Rehoboth Beach, DE  19971
luxurymotorsrb.com
Find us on  at:
www.facebook.com/luxurymotorsrb

We are honored to feature Luxury 
Motors of Rehoboth Beach in High 
Tide News this month.  I have done busi-
ness with John Ferguson and his staff 
at Luxury Motors and I must say it was 
the best experience I have ever had 
buying a car! (I have puchased many 
cars in my lifetime and I can’t say that I 
ever enjoyed it...but this time I did! I love 
my new little beach car and I love the 
service I received at Luxury Motors! We 

welcome John, Kerry and 
Dave of Luxury Motors 
to Sussex County and 
wish them the best!)

Luxury Motors of Rehoboth 
Beach opened for business in mid-
July and is located in the former 
Lee F. Slaugter Fine Cars, Rehoboth 
Beach Motor Cars, location on 
Route 1 in Rehoboth Beach. You 
know the place, about a mile north 
of Dewey Beach, just south of the 
bridge over the Lewes Rehoboth 
Canal...at the end of the “Forgot-
ten Mile”.  You can’t miss the cool 
cars on the triangular shaped car 
lot as you drive north to the out-
lets! Next time you drive by stop 
and check out the beautiful cars, 
they are even nicer close -up. 

Successful  and Trusted 
Business Owner for 30 years 

John Ferguson has been in the 
business of selling cars since 1985. 
A friend took John to an auto auc-
tion and there he found his call-
ing. He has been passionate about 
buying and selling cars ever since. 

He got his start at South Street 
Auto Sales in Frederick, MD, of 
which he is still the owner. 

“In this business, your reputa-
tion is everything and John has 
worked hard to build his dealer-
ship as one known for being fair 
and honest.   We look forward to 
earning the trust and business of 
the Cape region.”

What makes Luxury Motors 
stand out from the rest?

“We carry low-mileage, high-
end, late-model used vehicles.  We 
buy and consign all types of autos 
as well.   If you don’t see what you 
want on our lot or on our website, 
check out our other dealership 
southstreetautos.com or tell us 
what you’re looking for and we’ll 
do our best to find it for you. 

“We look foward to working 
with and for the community.”

For more information call 
Luxury Motors of Rehoboth 
Beach at 302-226-2100 or stop 
by at 20575 Coastal Highway, 

Rehoboth Beach DE 19971.
Don’t miss the grand open-

ing on Thursday, August 13th 
at 4:30 pm!
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Opened for business mid-July ...selling  
beautiful, high-end, late model used vehicles  
that are fun to drive at the beach!

Today there are only a few commercial peach orchards 
in Delaware. The crops are going strong and profitable, but 
current production pales compared to the boom that the 
peach industry experienced in Delaware in the 19th century.  
Peaches were a vital part of Delaware’s agricultural economy due 
primarily to the favorable sandy soil, the climate and adequate 
rainfall, and the state’s strategic location near urban markets and 
accessible waterways for shipping. 

The cultivation of peaches 
for commercial purposes began 

in 1832 when Isaac  Reeves, a New 
Jersey farmer, partnered with Jacob 

Ridgeway of Philadelphia to purchase cheap 
farmland near Delaware City and planted 20 acres of 

budded peach trees.  By 1837 they owned 1340 acres, marketing 
about 100 baskets per acre, shipping them by schooners to north-
ern markets.  As early as 1838, Delaware was becoming known for 
its fine peaches.  In 1835 Major Phillip Reybold began his peach 
orchard enterprise on a large tract of family land near Delaware City.  
By 1848 his family owned 78,000 trees and realized considerable 
profits, shipping nearly 65,000 baskets of peaches in season.  No 
other section of Delaware (or the USA) produced more peaches 

than Delaware City at that time.
Nevertheless, peach-growing for profit grew slowly outside of 

New Castle County.  The rest of the state had isolated orchards and 
grew peaches for private use or for sale within local markets.  Most 
crops were sent to market by water transport.  Orchards distant from 

By  Sandie Gerken

Bennett Orchards sketch and photo of peaches above, used with permission of Bennett Orchards

The PEACH Industry in Delaware
A History and A Modern Success Story

“From the moment you step on our lot until the time you drive away in your 
next car, your buying experience with Luxury Motors of Rehoboth is our number 
one priority. We encourage you to use the expertise and resources of our sales 
staff; they are here to help you find the right car at the right price. Call us today 
at 302-226-2100 to schedule your test drive! se habla espanol”

David Vest,  Sales
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waterways found the cost of shipping 
peaches too expensive.  By 1848, peach 
orchards were established in Kent 
County near Dover, Smyrna, Frederica, 
and Milford.  But, “sandy Sussex” lagged 
behind, still in economic stagnation 
caused by the burden and expense of 
hauling crops to water.  In 1847, only 
100,000 baskets were produced in 
both Kent and Sussex together.    By 
1856, the railroad changed all that and 
became vital to crop prosperity in the 
state.  Sussex began to expand peach 
growing.  Large orchards were estab-
lished near Bridgeville, Seaford, Lewes, 
and other inland areas as the railroad 
progressed southward.   Production 
increased exponentially by 1865. By 
1870, central Delaware was one con-
tinuous orchard as peach growing 
became a boon to farmers.  In 1870, an 
estimated 3 million baskets of peaches 
were shipped from Delaware.  Peaches 
became Delaware’s most characteristic 
agricultural product.

But, all was not “peachy keen” in the 
interim. A devastating peach disease 
called the “Yellows” had infected trees 
in New Jersey and was the reason Isaac 

Reeves had moved his peach produc-
tion to Delaware back in 1832.  By 1855, 
the “Yellows” had become rampant in 
Delaware, wiping out entire orchards.   
Farmers did not understand the cause 
of the disease, so the removal and 
destruction of infected trees was the 
only effective eradication program.  A 
belief that the disease was in the soil 
led to moving 
orchards to new 
areas.   We know 
today that this 
is a viral disease 
transmitted by a 
leafhopper insect. 
Controlling the 
insects effectively 
curbs the “Yel-
lows”.  It took until 
well into the 1860s 
for the peach 
industry to regain 
prosperity in Del-
aware.  The major production center 
shifted from New Castle County to 
downstate Delaware.   The calamitous 
“Yellows” reappeared in the mid-1880s 
and decimated the number of peach 

trees in the state from 4.5 million to 
approximately 2 million.   Improved 
orchard sanitation, developing horti-
cultural practices began to hold peach 
decimation at bay.  But, the disease 
blighted trees again in the early 1900s 
and wiped out orchards, decreasing 
number of trees in Delaware to fewer 
than 500,000.  After World War II, the 

peach industry recovered, but not to its 
top ranking in Delaware. Today, Dela-
ware produces approximately 2 million 
pounds of peaches annually.

The Delaware Fruit Exchange, 
established in 1883 near 
Wyoming in Kent County, 
inspected and graded 
peaches, shipped and sold 
them at auction, concentrat-
ing buyers in one location. 
Related essential indus-
tries, such as canneries and 
basket factories, were estab-
lished near peach orchards 
and depended on peach 
production for their own 
profitability.   

To recognize the impor-
tance of the peach industry 
to the state, the Delaware 
General Assembly adopted 
the peach blossom as the 
official state flower in 1895. 
As of 2009, peach pie is 
Delaware’s official dessert.

A Peachy Success 
Story 

Early August is prime 
time for peach harvest in 
Delaware with a few vari-
eties available in July.  One 
successful Sussex County 
grower, Bennett Orchards, 
near Frankford, has an 
established reputation for its 
spectacular pick-your-own 
orchard.  Bennett grows 20 
varieties of peaches, which 
include freestones, cling-
stones, yellow flesh or white, 
plus nectarines. 

Jim Bennett and his wife, 
Carrie starting growing 
peaches on 25 acres of the 
family farm in 1983. Jim had 
come back to the family farm 
after college and searched for 
a challenging, but profitable 
way to farm the land.  A Uni-
versity of Delaware extension 

agent suggested 
a peach orchard.  
A friend of Jim’s 
mother intro-
duced him to the 
Fifer family in Kent 
County.  Jim set a 
goal to “grow the 
perfect peach” and 
create a legacy for future 
generations.     Jim’s family 
has owned the farm since 
1867, when Jim’s ances-
tor, Henry Wells Long pur-
chased the property.   Previ-

ous generations have used the land for 
chicken farming and grain crops.  The 
property’s farmhouse was built prior 
to 1850, when the farm centered on 
a grist mill, called the Baltimore Mills.  
The current orchard, planted 
in 2007, is the third genera-
tion of trees planted on the 
Bennett farm.  Peach trees 
only have a viable lifespan 
of 15 years, so as one section 
ages, another is planted.  Jim 
and Carrie’s two sons, Henry 
and Hail, along with Hail’s wife 
Ashley now run the orchard 
business.  The entire family is 
involved in maintaining the 
farm.  Hail and Ashley run 
the pick-your-own business 
while Henry concentrates on 
marketing in local farmers’ 
markets.  Hail and Henry are 
the sixth generation to work 
the family farm and are proud 
of their family legacy.

The Bennett Orchards and 
farm has been named to the 
Agricultural Preservation Dis-
trict and is a Delaware Centu-
ry Farm.  It has been featured 
on the national PBS series, 
“America’s Heartland and a 
segment of WBOC’s “Travels 
with Charlie”.  

RIGHT NOW is prime 
season for peaches. Visit 
Bennett’s Orchards at 30993 
Armory Road, Frankford for 
a “hands-on” opportunity to 
pick your own peaches.   Call 
732-3358 or check the web-
site www.bennettorchards.
com  before you go to be sure 

of picking time. 

 Primary Sources:  www.BennettOr-
chards.com and interview with Jim 
Bennett

“The Rise of the Delaware Peach Indus-
try”, Harold B. Hancock, Delaware His-
tory Magazine, vol 31, no9, c. 2006.

History of Delaware 1609-1888, J. 
Thomas Scharf, c. 1888, pp. 440-441/

“Delaware Agricultural History” www.
dda.delaware.gov, Delaware Division 
of Agriculture.
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Author, Sandie 
Gerken lives in 
Dagsboro, DE. As 
a native Sussex 
Countian, local 
history is one 
of her passions. 

Retired now, she devotes her time 
to genealogy research (her great-
est passion since 1978), watercolor 
painting, grandchildren, soccer 
for kids with disabilities, books, 
and things creative and historical.  
She recently authored the book 
Memories of the Clayton Theatre 
as a fundraiser to help the Clayton 
go digital.  She is now exploring 
her writing skills with local history 
articles for High Tide News.

Family photo of Jim, Carrie, Hail, Henry Bennett Courtesy of Bennett Family
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