
Ferries are used all over the world to compensate 
for the lack of a bridge or easy transport across 
a body of water. Some are equipped to carry 
automobiles. I love the feeling of being on a ferry, 
especially a large one with a snack bar and views 
from multiple levels. There are so many ferry routes 
throughout the world, and I wish there were time to 
take all of them. I have had plenty of opportunities 
to use some of them, and, fortunately, I have had 
good experiences. All of the ferries I have used have 
left on time, were clean, and had decent ticketing 
and concession services. I’d like to share with you 
some of my favorite ferry routes, and I hope you 
enjoy the descriptions. I’ve added relative pricing 
with $-signs. Starting with the good ones, ending 
with my favorite ones:

11. Burlington, VT to Port Kent, NY  $$
Burlington is a beautiful city in New England. It is 

a small, quaint college town, which is home to the 
University of Vermont. To get to Plattsburgh, New 
York or Montreal, it is best to take the ferry. The ferry 
is very small and built only for cars. Drivers stay in 
their cars and watch the beautiful Vermont-New 
York scenery as they cross Lake Champlain. The day 
I used the ferry was a snowy day, which just added 
to the beauty of the surroundings.

10. Boston, MA to Provincetown, MA  $$$
Boston is a fun city with a short ferry to Prov-

incetown, or P-Town, as the locals call it, which 
is the last town on end of Cape Cod. After a nice 
stroll in downtown Boston, you can buy a ticket at 
the pier on the Boston Harbor (or Haa bah, as the 
locals call it). P-Town is a clean, lively place, where 
the local gay community gathers. It is absolutely 
fun and has great restaurants. P-Town was the first 
place the Pilgrims landed (it was not Plymouth), 
and a tall monument was erected years ago to 
commemorate this event. P-Town is a must see, 
if you are in Boston. The ferry ride is clean with a 
snack bar, alcohol bar, and clean restrooms. If you 
go, make time for the beach!

9. Cape-May, NJ to Lewes, DE  $$$$
Many folks reading this are familiar with this 

ferry, as it is a short drive from Fenwick Island, DE. 
This is a big, full service ferry. The view of both 

New Jersey and Delaware shores are spectacular, 
especially, while eating a hot dog from the large 
concession stand. I would recommend this ferry, 
if your origin or destination were in Southern New 
Jersey. It does take time to board and ride the ferry, 
and Route 1 in DE may be faster otherwise.

8. New London, CT to Orient Point, NY $$$$
This ferry is a convenient way to cross over Long 

Island Sound from New England to Long Island. I 
would highly recommend it, if your origin or des-
tination were Long Island, as it saves the stress of 
going into New York City. The crew is efficient, and 
boarding is easy. The snack bar and bar are typically 
well stocked, so, if you have someone else driving 
and fancy a trip to the bar, you can enjoy the view 
of The Long Island Sound with a libation. I use this 
ferry to travel from Massachusetts, where I now 
live, to Long Island, where my father lives. Very 
close to the Long Island side of the ferry are many 
vineyards. The “North Fork” of Long Island is well 
known for its quality wines. 

7. Circular Quay, Sydney, Australia to Manly, 
Australia  $$$

This ferry offers beautiful views of the Opera 
House in Sydney Cove. It is a typical tourist destina-
tion with hustle and bustle and people speaking 
many different languages. I took it many years ago 
to get to Sydney’s Taronga Zoo, where I saw and 
touched a live koala bear for the first time. Sydney 
Harbor is magnificent and a must-see when in 
Australia. The plethora of boats and the stunning 
weather makes for a pleasant experience. You 
must remember that Australia’s seasons are the 
reverse of our seasons. I went in July, when it was 
winter Down Under. Still, the weather was nice (60 
degrees F and sunny). 

6. Staten Island, NY to Manhattan, NY  $
My parents met in Times Square, New York City. 

They did not have a lot of money, and they dated 
on the Staten Island Ferry. It was relatively cheap, 
and the ride was very pleasant, as it is today. The 
ferries, which may be the same vessels from my 
parents’ time, run well and on time and they have 
pretty clean bathrooms. They carry only passen-
gers (no cars), and the ride is very scenic, especially 
when the ride passes by the Statue of Liberty. I 
too dated my future wife on this ferry. A few years 

ago, we took a round-trip ride from Manhattan to 
Staten Island. On that particular day, there was a 
terrorist threat, so our ferry was accompanied by 
heavily armored US Coast Guard boats. That made 
the ride feel a bit strange, but at least we were well 
protected. 

5. Golden Horn Ferry, Istanbul, Turkey  $
I have written about Istanbul before in the High 

Tide News. It is a city of contrasts of old and new. 
This ferry is for people only and offers spectacular 
views of the Bosporus River. The ferry typically 
includes narration by tour guides pointing out 
famous spots along the river. While I was there, I 
tried the delicious kabobs sold in restaurants near 
the ferry.

4. Hong Kong City to Kowloon, Hong Kong  $
This ferry is a must-do at night in Hong Kong. 

I took the ferry from the Hong Kong side of the 
Kowloon Bay to the Kowloon side after sunset 
to go to dinner. Kowloon has wonderful seafood 
restaurants. In the restaurant I chose, I actually got 
to pick the crayfish in the tank that was to be my 
dinner. Crossing the Bay is a real experience with 
the lights of skyscrapers on both sides of the bay. It 
is possible to cross over by car on a bridge, but the 
ferry experience is far more impressive.

3. Calais, France to Dover, UK  $$$$
Ah, the beautiful white cliffs of Dover. They can 

be seen as the ferry from France gets closer to Eng-
land on the English Channel. This is a full service 
ferry on which one can bring their car. I drove from 
Germany to Calais, France with a German car and 
drove on the right hand side of the road, of course. 
Upon arrival in Dover, England, I had to drive on 
the left hand side of the road. I handled the situa-
tion well, but I admit that I did have a head-ache 
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