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It is a very happy time for me. I was just 
married to the most wonderful woman. We 
had a lot of choices of places to be married: 
Florida, where I lived for many years, Iowa, 
where she is from, and several other places. 
We chose Ocean City. While it is not the easi-
est place to get to for out-of-staters, Ocean 
City o�ers wonderful June weather, a beauti-
ful beach, easy application for a marriage 
license, and wonderful wedding venues. My 
bride and I also have many wonderful friends 
in OC, who helped us plan the wedding. The 
event was wonderful with many personal 
touches to suit our history and style. Many of 
the local musicians attended and performed 
at our reception. Over a year ago, our dear 
editor friend, Judy Layman Ferrell, was also 
married to her wonderful husband, Ron, on 
the beach. There is just something about the 
ocean that o�ers a serene, romantic back-

ground for such a 
happy ceremony. 

I remember the 
�rst time I witnessed 
a beach wedding. It 
was in Vigo, Spain. 
Vigo is on the Atlan-
tic coast in the Galicia 
region of Spain, just 
above Portugal. Its 
population is about 
300,000 people, and 
it is known for its 
fantastic seafood and 
local soccer team.  
The locals speak Galician, which sounds like 
a cross between Spanish and Portuguese. 
I was attending a sales meeting for the 
Hewlett-Packard Company’s Spanish Sales 
Team about �fteen years ago. As a child, I 
lived in South America and learned Spanish, 
and I was invited to the meeting, because 
I could participate in Spanish. The meeting 
took place in a beautiful hotel by the beach. 
There were about forty of us, and after the 
meeting concluded, we all went sightsee-
ing. We visited cathedrals, museums, and, of 
course, the beach. 

One of the highlights was watching a wed-
ding on the beach. Both the bride and groom 
were beautiful. All of the guests were very 
well dressed, just as you see in some wed-
dings on the beach in Ocean City. At one 
point in the ceremony, the groom handed to 
the bride several gold coins, as a gesture that 
he will �nancially take care of her. During the 

ceremony, we learned that the reception was 
in the same hotel where we were all staying. 
We congratulated the bride and groom with 
a big cheer. The couple wanted to know who 
we were, and, when we introduced ourselves 
and told them that we were staying in the 
same hotel, they invited us all to the recep-
tion. Most of the group decided to go out 
to dinner elsewhere, but about eight of us 
needed to “crash” the wedding reception. 

It was a night to remember. The entertain-
ment included traditional Spanish music and 
dances as well as more modern salsa danc-
ing. Cigars were passed out, and at one point 
some guests cut the grooms tie into pieces, 
which apparently is a local tradition. We 
stayed and partied with the wedding guests 
until two o’clock in the morning. Before retir-
ing to our hotel rooms, we made sure that 
we left a generous gift in an envelope for 
the newlyweds.

There is something about weddings 
on the beach, and I was fortunate to have 
experienced it. While one runs the risk of 
bad weather, the bene�t of a ceremony in 
good weather is tremendous. While a church 
wedding is also very nice (my �rst wedding 
was full of church pomp and circumstance), 
the atmosphere and open air of the beach is 
hard to beat.

Editor’s Note: This wedding of our dear friends 
Mr. & Mrs. Vincent Paez was one of the most 
beautiful I have ever been too. Yes, that is the 
truth! The weather was perfect, the hand-writ-
ten vows touched everyone’s heart. The guests 
were wonderful, and friendships true. People 
came from all over this earth to share in the 
union of their dear friends.  The music was good 
the food was good, there was salt in the air and 
sun in the sky. Two hearts joining together on 
the beach! It doesn’t get any better than that! 
Thank you, my beautiful friends! 

Author, Vincent  Paez is a 
chemist and international 
businessman. He has a 
B.S. in Chemistry from 
Stony Brook University 
and an M.B.A. from UCLA. 
He speaks �ve languages 
and has lived/worked on four continents for 
three Fortune 500 companies. He is also a 
passionate musician and loves the music 
scene, especially in the Ocean City area. He 
lives in Massachusetts and spends much time 
in Ocean City. He has two sons attending 
Florida State University. ... ”Go ‘Noles!”
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A most beautiful Wedding on the Beach! Pictured above: from left to right: Tara Wolf, Mrs. Sherri Paez, Lindsey Wolf, 
Alan Mengler, and our own very happy groom, Vincent Paez.

By Vincent Paez


