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The weather is getting cooler. Mark your 
calendar for the Apple Scrapple Festival 
in Bridgeville on October 9-10, 2015.  The 
event began 24 years ago to celebrate 
Bridgeville’s agricultural heritage of apple 
orchards and scrapple manufacturing.  
Many of the events and contests help to 
raise funds for local non-profit civic organi-
zations.  The streets are lined with crafters 
and food vendors selling apple dump-

lings,  fritters, scrapple sandwiches, oyster 
sandwiches, and other local favorites.  The 
event features live band music, carnival 
rides,  Hogg Jogg 5K , ladies’ skillet toss, kids’ 
apple toss, a scrapple toss, the mayor’s RAPA 
scrapple sling.  Free transportation is pro-
vided for a tour, wagon ride, and goodies 
at T.S. Smith’s Orchards.  And, there’s more!

 As for Scrapple, today most of us get our 
favorite breakfast meat from the grocery 

store, made commercially by companies, 
like RAPA,  that specialize only in scrapple 
production.   Making scrapple down on the 
farm on “hog killing” day is seldom done in 
Sussex County anymore. 

I had the pleasure of talking scrapple with 
Betty Ann Adams of the Dagsboro Family 
Butcher Shop, located at 27617 Dagsboro 
Road.   Donald Adkins started the original 
butcher shop.  By the time Wilbert and 
Marie Adams of Laurel bought the busi-
ness in 1992, Donald was doing less retail 
and mostly custom butchering.  The whole 

Adams family worked in the new venture, 
learning to butcher as they went along.  
About ten years ago, son Mark Adams left 
his job at Verizon and he and Betty Ann took 
over the operation of the store.  The store 
is just like an old-fashioned butcher shop, 
lined with meat cases, plus a deli meat sec-
tion, fresh local produce and various other 
country food items.  It is a “no frills” store 
with quality meats and great service.  

Scrapple is one of the most popular items 
made on site in their shop.  While using 
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The Ultimate Road Trip
Memories: My wonderful family and my niece’s beautiful wedding...Wanting 
to buy one of the floating houses in Portland, Oregon ...beautiful Multnomah 
Falls in the Columbia River Gorge... Climbing giant rocks in the Pacific Ocean... 
Staying the night at By the Sea - A Bed & Breakfast complete with cashmere 
sheets and the sunset from a hot tub overlooking the rocky Oregon 
coast... Route 101 through the giant Redwoods in northern California... The 
anticipation of the Golden Gate Bridge...  kayaking with sea otters and seals 
in Monterey Bay... Oh, and the odor of Elephant Seals... the rolling hills of 
grapes in the Sonoma Valley.... the giant tumble weeds in the Mojave Desert... 
Hinckley, California..... Death Valley... ending it all with The Beatles “LOVE” 
Cirque du Soleil in Las Vegas... yes it was the Ultimate Road Trip!... 

Route 1 and 101 down the Pacific  
Coast...That was the original plan. Ok, if 
this is something that you haven’t done or 
thought of doing.... Add it to your bucket 
list and make sure you do it! It is worth 
every penny and every minute. 

When my niece invited my husband and 
I to her wedding we started thinking about 
extending the trip and making a vacation 
out of it since we were flying all the way to 
the West Coast anyway.  And so the plan-
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ning began! We started planning in July and we were smart 
enough... For a change... To purchase our airline tickets first. 
So the vacation was set by doing that. We were leaving on 
Sept. 12th, and returning on Sept. 22nd. We decided to 
take 10 days for the entire trip and were going to fly into 
Portland, Oregon, rent a car and drive the Coastal Highway. 

Multnomah Falls 
We flew into Portland, rented a Jeep for the next 10 days 

and had our first breakfast the next morning at Multnomah 
Falls about 30 miles  East of Portland. Multnomah Falls is 
one of a kind. It is the 2nd highest year-round waterfall in 
the U.S. Multnomah Falls plummets from Multnomah Creek 
620 feet. The steep cliffs and cool misty climate around 
Multnomah Falls create just the right environment for 
plants and animals that are found nowhere else in the 
world. Some of those species are the Larch Mountain Sala-
mander or a Howell’s Daisy or a Pika! 

Columbia River Gorge
When we flew into Portland airport we had seen a row 

of houses that looked as if they were built right on the 
water in the Columbia River. So on the way back from 
Multnomah Falls we searched for the boat houses.... We 
found them and had to walk on the docks. They were really 
cool! I am ready to move. We actually found one for sale at 
a reasonable price! 

Next Day: Brookings, Oregon 
Ok, so we spent 2 days in the Portland/ Vancouver area 

and after attending a beautiful wedding in the Washington 
hills, and a wonderful time with family, we were off on our 
journey. It was a beautiful day and of course as soon as we 
got to the ocean we had to stop! 

We could see the giant rocks in the water and were 
anxious to see and touch them... the one thing that is 
noticeably  different from the East coast is the smell of the 
ocean... it has a wonderfully salty oceanny smell that we 
don’t get very often from the Atlantic. And the sand was 
coarse  and dark gray.  And the water was cold and the 
beaches were almost empty except for a few... 2 sisters on 
the beach spreading their mother’s ashes in the ocean... (I 
took a photo for them, it touched my heart).... a couple of 
fishermen and a lone lady walking her dog. We walked for 
a ways and then got back in the car to head for Brookings! 
We stayed in a bed and breakfast high on a cliff overlooking 
the beautiful Pacific Ocean. BY the SEA came with all of the 
amenities you could ever want... right down to cashmere 
sheets and beautiful sunset from the hottub on the deck! I 
would recommend this lovely home a thousand 
times over! Even now that our journey is over ... 
this was my favorite stop...

Day #4: Redwood National Park and 
Point Arena, California 

We left Brookings mid-morning and drove into California 
along Route 101. The highway was high above the ocean 
and you could see for miles. Then we inadvertantly took 
Alternate Route 101 through the Redwood National Park 
in northern California. It proved to be a good mistake! The 
trees were nothing short of amazing. The road was windy 
and fun. The weather was beautiful. We pulled into our 
hotel overlooking the pier at Point Arena late afternoon. 
Another beautiful room and view and we walked outside 
and out on the pier with a glass of wine where we talked 
with some locals and then sat on some rocks near the pier 
to watch the sun set. (That video of the sunset is viewable 
on this page if you scan the page with your AR app!)

We had a lovely supper of clam chowder and returned 
to our room to rest for our next leg of the trip!

Day 5 & 6: Golden Gate Bridge and on to 
Monterey Bay 

The next morning we drove for a few hours along the 
high cliffs of California overlooking the ocean. It was a bit 
cloudy but still absolutely beautiful... The highway wound 
round and round the high mountains overlooking the 
ocean. I never realized that it was like this for the entire 
coast! Then all of a sudden we were at the Golden Gate 
Bridge and San Francisco loomed before us! Well... we tried 
to absorb it all as we drove through, but it was way too 
much to absorb. San Francisco was bigger than I imagined. 
The houses were all pastel colors and very clean on rolling 
hills and you could see the city... it was a place I would like 
to return to. 

We kept going for a few more hours to Monterey Bay 
where we stayed for two days. We ate on Cannery Row 
and mingled with the locals. We walked on the docks and 
through the town... we liked Monterey! We stayed at the 
Monterey Plaza right on the water and kayaked with the 
sea otters and seals. At one point I had a seal following 
me quite closely. ...I think I got too close to her babies! You 
could look straight down into the water and see giant red 
crabs and huge starfish and schools of sardines flashing in 
the sunlight. What a great place to kayak... the ocean tide 
was very gentle in the bay which made paddling very easy. 

Day 7: Carmel, Cambria, Sonoma Valley,  
Tehachapi

After two days in Monterey we woke up early and headed 
south to Carmel to visit  the Carmel Mission Basilica before 
continuing our journey. Our reservations in the Sequoia 
National Park for the next night were cancelled because 
of the forest fires so we headed for Tehachapi, California 
instead. We ate lunch in the little town of Cambria... at the 
Moonstone Cafe on the ocean. We said goodbye to the 
Pacific and headed inland. We were surprised to see all of 
the wineries and hills full of grapes. We didn’t realize that 
was on our agenda! So that was a pleasant surprise to see 
Wine Country in California!

What a beautifully rich part of the country... I mean the 
soil and things that grow. Palm trees and pine trees and 
Eucalyptus trees, not to mention all of the things we find 
on our tables on a daily basis. And the grapes! They were 
huge and healthy! I don’t remember even seeing any bugs 
in California!

We continued through Bakersfield and on to Tehachapi, 
CA! We spent the night in the little town of Tehachapi, got 
up the next morning and made our way to Hinkley, CA, you 

know the town that won Julia Roberts an award for playing 
Erin Brockovitch in the movie with the same name!  Well, 
my husband’s childhood town of Hinkley was a sight for 
sore eyes. A sad, sad town. Most of the residents walked 
away from their homes years ago when the cantaminated 
water was discovered. It was my husband’s first time back 
since he was a child. It was almost a ghost town. His child-
hood home was wrapped in yellow crime tape and had an 8 
foot chain linked fence built around it.  Very strange scene. 

Well, back on the highway with the giant tumbleweeds., 
and through the Mojave desert and north through Death 
Valley. We just drove on and on and now we understand 
where it got it’s name. We then turned East toward Las 
Vegas and soon saw the skyline! We came down through 
the parched mountains, and into the city of Las Vegas. 

Days 8, 9,10: Las Vegas! The Mirage and Circ 
de Soliel “LOVE” 

We checked into the Mirage for the last three days of our 
vacation. We went to the old town of Las Vegas, looked at 
the city from the top of the Stratosphere, took in the danc-
ing waters of the Bellagio and then went to bed!.... The next 
day we hiked in Red Rock Canyon, just outside Las Vegas 
and went to the Museum in Henderson Nevada. We went 
to The Pawn Shop that is so popular on television. We had 
wonderful dinners and as a grand finale to our vacation we 
saw The Beatles “LOVE” Cirque du Soleil.

What’s on your Bucket List?
If you have a vacation or travel destination that you 

would like to share please submit your story online at 
hightidenews.com or email it to info@hightidenews.com
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The Ultimate Road Trip   ...continued from page 1

Travel Destination 
If you have a travel destination story you would 
like to share, contact us at news@hightidenews.com

LIVE 

VIDEO!


