
I am an independent Mary Kay 
consultant who has lived in the 
Lewes/Millsboro area for 5 years. 
By husband Bill and I moved down 
from Newark, DE after he retired 
from WL Gore and built our new 
home in Winding Creek Village in 
the Long Neck area. We had been 
vacationing in this area since the 
late 60’s and always knew that 
when the time came we would 
move here.

I have been a Mary Kay con-
sultant for 11 years. I am a 

licensed cosmetologist and 
when I started selling 

Mary Kay I only did so 
because I wanted to 

get a discount for my daughter’s 
and my own personal use.

My daughter actually was a con-
sultant and when she decided not 
to do it anymore I missed having 
access to all the products I was cur-
rently using. I tried some drug store 
brands and I just didn't get the 
same results as I did with my Mary 
Kay that I had been using. One 
night I went to a Mary Kay party 
that a friend was having and on 
the way home in the car I called the 
consultant and told her I wanted to 
sign up for just personal use. After 
a couple of months with my kit 
shoved in the closet except for the 
products that I had pulled out to 

use, I figured that since I was in the 
beauty business already, I might as 
well try to sell what I loved. 

In servicing my customers I feel 
that I am helping them to look and 
feel their best. 

I love seeing how 
women feel when they 
feel good about how 
they look. 
I think that giving your cus-

tomers personal attention is part 
of what my business is all about. 
Anyone can go to a drug store or 
department store and find some 
skincare or cosmetics but then if 
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Painting of Carey’s, courtesy of Beatrice Carey

Ms. Bea Carey, owner 
of Carey’s Paint & Frame 
Shoppe at 103 State Street 
strongly suggested that my 
story make NO reference to 
“age”.  The years behind her 
engaging laugh and smile 
aside, the store, itself, is 
an antique!  The building 
dates back to about1840, 
one hundred and seventy-
six years ago.  It was built 
by Benjamin Burton, one of 

Sussex County’s wealthiest 
slaveholder/landowners. 
Sussex County Assess-
ment Records in the state 
archives verify the location 
of the store at the inter-
section of Main and State 
Streets by 1844.   In addi-
tion, Pomeroy & Beers Atlas 
of the State of Delaware of 
1868 documents the store 
in that location.

The Carey family has 
operated their business 
in this store for over sixty 
years, right in the heart 
of Millsboro.  The store 
opened as Carey’s Paint & 
Hardware in 1953.  Elijah 
Edward “Ned” Carey, Jr. and 
his wife, Beatrice had gone 
into business with Ned’s 
longtime friend, Howard 
Smith just after World War 
II, taking over Ned’s par-
ents’ general merchandise 

store on Laurel Road, west 
of Millsboro.  By the early 
1950s, Bea and Ned had 
bought out Mr. Smith’s 
interest and made plans 
to move their business 
“uptown”, opening the store 
on State Street. Included in 
their “hardware” inventory 
were Athey brand paints, 
leather goods and saddles. 
Ms. Bea, an artist added a 
line of art supplies. 

By 1964, changes in the 
economy and competi-
tion in the paint business 
inspired the Careys to offer 
custom picture framing, a 
venture which has become 
the store’s signature legacy. 
The 1960s, 70s, and 80s 
were booming years for 
the custom frame business.  
Today, pictures framed at 
Carey’s can be found locally, 
all over the peninsula, even 
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Mary Kay Cosmetics    . ..  still going strong in Sussex County
Independent Mary Kay Consultant:           

JACKIE RIEMENSCHNEIDER
jriemenschneider@verizon.net

302.945.4158
Millsboro, DE 19966

We LOVE irresistible  
products. From innovative skin 
care to on-trend cosmetics,  
Mary Kay offers products  
women love, and I can help  
you find your new favorites!   

Contact me  
to discover more.

Jackie Riemenschneider
Independent Beauty Consultant†

Web Site: www.marykay.com/jriemenschneider
Phone: 3302 945 415802-945-4 302 438-9291158     Cell: 302-438-9291
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on walls on Capitol Hill in Washington.  
 The store’s origin with Benjamin Burton 

makes it historically significant.  As Mills-
boro’s wealthiest resident at the time, 
Burton owned extensive property and 
multiple businesses, including mercantile 
stores, grist mills, a tannery, and sawmill. He 
and his descendants owned this store for 
over fifty years.   Burton is noted for an1861 
meeting with President Abraham Lincoln, 
discussing a possible plan for Delaware to 
become a model for government compen-
sation to slave owners for freeing slaves. It 
was never implemented. Family financial 
difficulties forced the sale of the store in 
1895 to Maud Blackstone, wife of Dr. Ernest 
C. Blackstone.

Dr. Blackstone’s family had moved to Del-
aware from Pungoteague, Virginia.  He and 
his brother, William F. opened a pharmacy in 
Georgetown about 1895.  Ernest opened his 
own pharmacy about 1900 in the store with 
the corner doors opening onto the intersec-
tion at “Four Corners”, Millsboro.   

 The Blackstones raised five daughters in 
a large, stately home on Main Street, next to 
the store.  The property took up the whole 
block and was surrounded by a low con-
crete block wall, parts of which still exist 
today.  There was a windmill in the backyard 
to power the water pump and a fishpond, 
stocked with large fish in the side yard. The 
residence later housed the Cedar Croft Nurs-
ing Home, but was demolished in the 1960s 
to make room for a post office building. 

Blackstone’s drug store was moved to the 
State Street lot just behind the corner loca-
tion about 1918 to make room for a new 
Delaware Trust Bank. Sometime before 
1929, Dr. Blackstone added a lean-to addi-

tion on the back. This section included a 
side door, fronting Main Street, which led 
to Blackstone’s ice cream parlor.   The bank 
building, now on the intersection,  featured 
corner doors as well. Today, “The Pint”, a pub 
and eatery occupies this building.

Dr. Ernest Blackstone was a staunch 
Democrat and his pharmacy was a place 
for the locals to do their “politicking”.  He 
vacated the store in 1935 when he was 
elected as State Treasurer.  Since then it has 
housed various businesses.  Harley White 
established his finance office in the building 
from 1935-1945.  White leased the store to 
Jack Gray’s Meat Market until 1953. Origi-
nally renting, the Carey family now owns 
the store.  Ned Carey passed on in 2004, 
but Ms. Bea has continued on the tradition 
of custom framing.

The landmark store has changed very 
little in the past 100 years or so. Missing now 
is the hitching post once located on Main 
Street in front of the pharmacy.   The origi-
nal clapboard siding is now covered over 
in protective metal sheathing and the old 
wooden shutters are stored. The 20 by 30 ft. 
front section of the store is the original 1840 
building.  The store does have three floors; 
the attic being high peaked due to the 
steep slope of the roof line. The rafters retain 
the mortar and tenon joints.  The upstairs 
floorboards are original, almost 1” thick and 
16-20 ½” wide. An original board and batten 
door with iron strap hinges is located on the 
second floor. The hooded display windows 
still retain the early glass and lamb’s tongue 
trim detail. Various shelving and counters 
bear witness to bygone businesses of the 
19th and 20th centuries. The upstairs shows 
telltale signs of being a small tenant resi-

dence with peeling wallpaper. In the shop, 
an ornately carved wooden counter still sits 
on the back wall, once topped with marble. 
Of course, the distinctive, recessed, double-
door corner entrance, with original glass 
panes and overhead transom, remains! 

“Ed” Carey, III calls his mother’s shop, 
“The Corner Door Store”, remembering its 
unique entry door from his childhood when 
his aunt worked in Harley White’s finance 
office.  Ed and his brother, Fred spent count-
less hours at play in the store attic once his 
parents moved their business to town. Ed 
related that he and Fred discovered a won-
derful old charcoal drawing under loose 
wallpaper while playing upstairs.   It was 
a sketch of an Indian head with the words 
“To-Te” scrawled underneath. Ed and Fred 
once left their own graffiti for posterity by 
painting the words “Bat Detective Club” on 
a door frame as young boys. Ed maintains a 
website, www.thecornerdoor.com, devoted 
to preserving the store’s legacy as well as the 
history of Millsboro.  

On September 19, 2014, the store was 
officially listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places as the Burton-Blackstone-
Carey Store.   It is the oldest commercial 
building in Millsboro and deserves much 
recognition for its historical significance. 
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“The Corner Door Store”, www.edcarey.

com
“Tribute to the Past” Booklet, Alice 

Hudson, 2010
Rambling Around Millsboro, Aubrey P. 

Murray, 1986
“ Carey’s Paint and Frame Shop Building 

Dates Back to 1840”, Jon Bleiweis, The News 
Journal, Oct 23, 2014

Atlas of the State of Delaware, Pomeroy 
& Beers, 1868

National Register of Historic Places Regis-
tration Form, US Dept. of Interior, DE Historic 
Preservation Office, 10 Sep 2013

Interviews with Mrs. Beatrice Carey and 
Ed Carey, III, November 2016.
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Author, Sandie Gerken 
lives in Dagsboro, DE. 
As a native Sussex 
Countian, local history 
is one of her passions. 
Retired now, she 
devotes her time to 
genealogy research (her greatest 
passion since 1978), watercolor 
painting, grandchildren, soccer 
for kids with disabilities, books, 
and things creative and historical.   
She recently authored the book 
Memories of the Clayton Theatre 
as a fundraiser to help the Clayton 
go digital. She is now exploring 
her writing skills with local history 
articles for High Tide News.
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Mohawk Floorscapes
Ceramic Tile

Armstrong Vinyl Flooring 
Congoleum Floors

Laminate & Hardwood Floors
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