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duties. In 1876 the Strickland Lighthouse 
was used as a Western Union Telegraph sta-
tion to assign dock space to ships waiting 
behind the breakwater. The Coast Guard 
demolished this lighthouse in the 1950s. 
     The gap between the main barrier and 
the ice breaker proved too troublesome to 
maintain due to shoaling and wave action.  
Work to fill in the gap began in 1882, using 
the same granite boulder system.  The proj-

ect continued off and on until completion in 
1898.  This lengthy process became a naviga-
tional hazard as stone piled below the water 
line could not be seen by vessels.

Even before the gap was closed, another 
issue needed to be addressed. The inner 
breakwater was too small to accommodate 
the number of ships needing shelter and too 
shallow for large vessels.  A study begun in 
1891 proposed the construction of an addi-
tional breakwater.  The federal project would 
be located about 3 miles off shore from 
Lewes near a shoal, known as “The Shears”, 
where there was a wide pocket of deep 
water just off Cape Henlopen. The proposed 
anchorage area would be 2 square miles and 
safely allow vessels drawing over 30 feet of 
water. The National Harbor of Refuge was 
authorized in 1895 and construction began 
on this outer breakwater in 1897.  It was com-
pleted in 1901.  This bulwark was 1 ½ miles 

long, built in two intersecting legs to form 
a large harbor. Included were a series of 10 
hexagonal ice breaker piers, placed 200 feet 
apart, extending out from the breakwater. 
Steam powered equipment allowed for the 
precise placement of stone boulders, each 
weighing about 13 tons.  Stones were cut 
square and fit in even courses with a straight 
edge on top.  The barrier is about 8000 feet 
long, extends to a depth of about 50 feet, 
with 40 ft. width across the top.  The cost was 
just over $2,000,000. 

The Harbor 
of Refuge Light 
was built on the 
“Outer Break-
water” just as 
soon as the 
boulder base 
was completed.  
This tower was 
replaced in 1926 
with the current 
lighthouse on 
the outer leg of 

the new barrier.  It 
illuminated the entrance to the Delaware Bay 
with a fourth-order Fresnel lens until 1973, 
when the light was automated.  The beacon 
emits a white flash every 5 seconds, visible up 
to 10 miles.  It also uses a fog signal, sound-
ing twice every 30 seconds.  The Harbor of 
Refuge Light is the white lighthouse, visible 
just offshore of Cape Henlopen State Park.

The East End lighthouse, located on the 
inner breakwater was built in 1885.  A tem-
porary light on a wooden frame tower was 
place on the building site as the foundation 
of the new, iron structure was embedded into 
the stones of the breakwater. A wharf and 
an oil house were also built on the site.   The 
lighthouse was equipped with a fog signal 
and a fourth-order Fresnel lens beacon.  It 
was automated in 1950. The white Harbor of 
Refuge light on the Outer barrier reduced the 
importance of this lighthouse, now known 
as the Delaware Breakwater East End Light. 

It was officially taken out of service in 1996.   
This is the red lighthouse that is featured in 
many photographs.  In 1999, the State of Del-
aware became the owner of this lighthouse 
and eventually leased it to the Delaware River 
& Bay Authority.  The DRBA allows the non-
profit, Delaware River and Bay Lighthouse 
Foundation to provide tours and educational 
opportunities at the lighthouse for the public. 

Another lighthouse worth mentioning is 
the Breakwater Rear Range Light, which was 
known locally as the Green Hill Light.  It was 
erected in 1880 when Congress authorized 
a rear range light to be built on 10 acres 
onshore at the north end of Pilottown Road in 
Lewes. This location was about 3 miles south-
west of the West End lighthouse. The tower 
was constructed of iron, just over 100 feet tall.  
A keeper’s house and a brick oil house were 
also erected at the site. This light helped illu-
minate the “Shears” during the construction 
of the Outer Breakwater.  This lighthouse was 
discontinued in 1918. The lens was shipped 
to San Francisco and the iron tower structure 
was moved to Florida in 1921. Abandoned 
buildings remain on the site.

The Delaware Breakwater and the National 
Harbor of Refuge was named to the National 
Register of Historic Places in 1989.
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Classic Car Show Rolls 
Into Selbyville June 18

The Bethany-Fenwick Area Chamber of Commerce is pleased to announce Selbyville’s 59th 
Annual Old Timer’s Day presented by Bunting & Murray Construction. The 2016 classic car, 
truck, tractor and military and emergency vehicle show returns on June 18 from 9:00 a.m. to 
3:00 p.m. on Church Street in Selbyville. Judging will take place from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. followed 
by an awards ceremony at 3 p.m. 

This long-standing event is a tradition in Selbyville, consistently attracting a crowd of car 
enthusiasts, families and tourists with something for all ages. During the event, Church Street 
is closed and lined with classic cars, trucks, tractors and military and emergency vehicles from 
1985 and older. The occasion also features door prizes, food, vendors, live rock entertainment 
from the Glass Onion Band and children’s activities including crafts, pony rides, a moon bounce 
and an obstacle course.  

Participants can register their 1985 or older vehicle for a $10 fee to compete for a range of 
awards and cash prizes including Best Interior, Best Exterior, and Best Engine Compartment. 
This is a family-friendly event not be missed and all spectators attend for free.  For complete 
details and to register for the event, visit www.thequietresorts.com.
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