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She placed her order with William 
Vernon Steen, Sr. owner of a Dagsboro 
hatchery. Imagine her 
surprise when she acci-
dentally received 500 
chicks instead!  

Mrs. Steele grew a 
small number of laying 
hens to put eggs on the 
table and to supplement 
the family income by sell-
ing any excess egg supply.  Each spring 
she would order 50 chicks to replace 

losses in her layers.  Thrifty and industri-
ous, she saw a chance to use this mistake 

to her advantage and 
make a little cash.  She 
kept the extra chicks 
and housed them in a 
piano box until a small 
shed was built in which 
to raise them.   In 18 
weeks, she had 387 sur-
vivors, weighing about 

2.5 pounds each.  She sold them for 62 
cents per pound, profiting about $775.   

    Encouraged 
by her wind-
fall, the hard-
working Mrs. 
Steele ordered 1000 birds the next spring 
and sold them at 50 cents per pound.  By 
1926, she was raising about 10, 000 chick-
ens. Her husband, Wilmer quit his job with 
the US Coast Guard in Bethany to build 
more chicken houses and help with their 
profitable chicken farm.  The Delmarva 
Poultry Industry of selling broiler chickens 
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Local news for the people, by the people

Willia Peoples, Proprietor 

Ten years ago, Millville’s Pet Stop 
opened it’s doors on Atlantic Avenue in 
Millville. We specialize in high quality 
premium pet foods and supplies. We also 
offer full service grooming at the Millville 
location. In 2014, we opened a sister shop 
– Fenwick Pet Stop – on Coastal Highway, 
serving the needs of the Fenwick, Ocean 
City and Rt. 54 area.

Millville’s Pet Stop opened in January 
2006. We repurposed a local landmark – a 
large concrete building built in 1948.  It 
began with an idea and a strong business 
partner who believed in me. He new he 

could mentor me into a successful  busi-
ness leader.

Why did you go into the 
business of pets?

I felt we could “do it better”. We knew we 
had the passion to build a business based 
on relationships, products and services for 
the life of the pet. I (Willia) had pet nutri-
tion knowledge and was disappointed in 
the lack of quality products available in 
our area.

Over the past 10 years we have been 
warmly received by our community – a 
wonderful feeling. And in the future, we 
hope to increase our community involve-

ment to include more events at both loca-
tions.

 
Great moments

In 2011, we began working with local 
cat rescue groups to place kitties in loving 
homes. To date, we have assisted in over 
500 adoptions.

“We have been recognized as the 
Coastal Style Pet Supply 

Store of the Year 
for Sussex County in 

2014 & 2015.”
We take the time to connect with our cus-

 Our Customers Make Us Successful... Our Knowledge Sets Us Apart
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Ninety three years ago in the spring of 1923, an Ocean View housewife, Cecile 
Long Steele inadvertently started a multi-billion-dollar industry when she ordered 
50 Barred Rock chicks to fill out her small flock of laying hens....

Willia Peoples, Proprietor, in her beautiful  
Fenwick Pet Stop location.

Locally owned & operated

 
Providing Compassionate 
 Pet Care for Ten Years 

Cecile Steele's Chicken Farm, Courtesy DE Ag. Musuem"The Colonel"  – A watercolor by Sandie Gerken

Cecile Steele, Courtesy DE Ag. Musuem


