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A recent letter to the Editor of The Balti-
more Sun, took issue with the amount of 
residential development taking place in the 
Baltimore City neighborhood of Hampden. 
With housing stock in the Jones Falls Valley 
averaging over 125 years of age, the writer 
charged, and with water and sewer pipes 
creeping up on the century mark, how 
could this go on without any master plan 
(and a budget) to improve Public Works. 
His claim was that this was irresponsible, 
and said it was the strongest case for his 
relocating to “tax-friendly Delaware”.  Now 
this is where I shift gears. I regularly get 
the question from prospective buyers of 
a vacation, retirement or second home 
(there’s a difference), how do they do that 
in Delaware, you know, keep the taxes so 
low, what’s going on . . . is it, you know, some 
kind of a “shell game”? (For you younger 
readers, the reference is to a carnival table 
game, where that fellow with some very 
fast hands, moved the pea around from 
under one walnut shell to another, and 
challenged the slower among us, to wager 

that they could surely select the shell under 
which the pea did hide).  Now I have to say, 
and I can only speak about Sussex County, 
and there are 2 other counties in The First 
State: Kent County, home to the capital city 
of Dover, and New Castle, where the City 
Of Wilmington is located.  Sussex County 
is the second largest county east of the 
Mississippi (now don’t quote me on that, 
I know you thought all the large counties 
were in Pennsylvania . . . I’m just repeating 
what someone once told me). All right, I’m 
getting off topic. Delaware is a corporate 
registry state; that doesn’t mean that a 
lot of corporations are based here (if that 
were the case, the political types up state 
wouldn’t be so worried about the planned 
merger of Delaware-headquartered 
Dupont, and Dow Chemical (wherever it’s 
located), and the impact that would have 
on Delaware’s economy). What Delaware 
created many years ago, as a means of get-
ting companies to incorporate in the state, 
was a series of courts, and to a lay person, 
a sometimes difficult to understand body 

of law allowing those corporations under 
which to operate (don’t worry, the lawyers 
understand). Did I lose you on this? Think 
of when Disney (yep, Mickey Mouse and 
Donald Duck), was sued by Michael Ovitz, 
a Hollywood agent, hired (and then fired), 
by his old bud, Michael Eisner, then CEO of 
Disney. The trial, for wrongful discharge, 
I suppose, was held in the Sussex County 
seat of Georgetown, where they have a 
court to handle this sort of matter, when 
the company was incorporated in Delaware, 
as Disney was (I know by this time, you 
probably are thinking about Donald Duck’s 
nephews; what were their names again? 
It was Huey, Dewey and Louie. Let me set 
you straight, Dewey Beach, up Coastal High-
way, before you get to Rehoboth, was not 
named for Dewey Duck; I think it was actu-
ally named after the Dewey of the Dewey 
Decimal System (you know, those wooden 
card cabinets in the old library; they’re not 
there anymore, shows you how long it’s 
been since you visited a library; and that 
time your neighbor asked you to return 
those Harlequin Romance novels for her...
that didn’t count).  Yep, all those corporate 
jets flying in to Sussex County Airport, to see 
that adjudication was done at Disney (they 
had to extend a runway another 500 feet). 

Now everyone knows, that Delaware is 
one of only a few states having no sales 
tax. Can it last? Keeping it so, is an example 
of the good fight waged by our elected 
representatives here in Sussex County. It’s 
hard: state government (that’s 90 minutes 
up the road in Dover) is successful at times. 
A few years back, my cellular phone service 
got a little more costly, when a tax appeared 
on my bill one month (it wasn’t there the 
prior month). Don’t know why it’s there (I’m 
sure somebody does). The Cape Gazette 
recently reported that two members of the 
state legislature (from upstate, if I’m not mis-
taken) have proposed a tax on water, to 
appear one day on local property tax bills. 
At least we know what this tax would be 
for, I think. It’s not on the consumption of 
water, but rather with the proposed tax in 
support of clean water. Yep, I’m in favor of 
that, wouldn’t want to drink any other kind.
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Dear Mrs. Gerken,       
February 23. 2016
I just want to express how much I 

enjoyed your article in “High Tide News” 
January 2016.  I've only received one 
edition, but you wrote about John 
Middleton Clayton from Dagsboro, DE.

I've been working on our Cooper 
Family ancestry since about 2007. 
Our family's entrance to the American 
Colony at Delaware was about 1681. 
Thomas Cooper 1765-1860 served 
in Congress from Kent Co., DE from 
1815-1817 and also served as Delaware 
Superior Court Judge at Dover, DE.

Thomas Cooper's son, Ezekiel 1799-
1846 was an attorney in Dover, DE

Something in our line that interested 
me, a 5th Great Uncle, Ezekiel Cooper 
1763-1847 was a Circuit Riding Preach-
er in the Methodist Church. He was 
instrumental in starting many of the 
early Methodist Churches in Delaware. 
Zeke was ordained at Barratt's Chapel, 
Frederica, DE.

I just thought it was interesting that 
John M. Clayton might have been 
acquainted with some of the above 
Cooper family.

Thanks you again for your article.
Sincerely, Larry Cooper
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Caring for  Older Parents

Call us today. Like getting a little help from your friendsTM.
                           Gift Certificates are available.

If you’re interested in becoming a provider, we would like  
to hear from you too.

                302-858-7330    SeniorsDelaware@aol.com
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You care about your aging parents. And yet, sometimes, 
you just don’t know the best way to help them, especially 
when they are trying to remain independent. 
Seniors Helping Seniors® in-home services is an 
exceptional program of care and caring that matches 
seniors who want to provide services with those who  
are looking for help.

• Meal prep/cooking
• Light housekeeping
• Companionship
• Mobility assistance
• Grocery shopping
• Pet care
• Yard Work
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VIDEO!

Guitarist Chris Button performing at the Crabcake 
Factory on Route 54 in Fenwick DE. Originally from 
Long Island, Chris has made his mark on the local 
music scene, and can be seen regularly at several 
area venues including Bourbon Street on the Beach, 
Crabcake Factory in Fenwick, BJ's on the Water, and 
many more Delaware and Maryland venues. 


