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By  Sandie Gerken 
Whether for fasteners or ornamentation, buttons have 

been made for thousands of years.  The origin of the name 
comes from the French word “bouton”, meaning “bud”.  In 
America, buttons were imported from England until the mid-
18th century when mass production gradually took hold.  
Buttons were made of wood, pewter, bone, brass, ivory, or 
shell pearl.  After the turn of the 20th century, pearl button 
making as an industry began to spring up in Sussex County, 
providing a steady, year-round or supplemental income in 
many areas of the county.  In its heyday in the 1920s through 
the 1950s, Milton became a center for the button industry, 
with as many as eight button factories in the town as well as 
countless other individual backyard button-cutting sheds.  

Preston Chandler, Sr., grandfather of 
Teresa Chandler Derrickson of Dags-
boro, cut button blanks, first in a fac-
tory, then in his Milton backyard shed 
until the day he died in 1993.  In fact, 
he is most likely the “last button cutter” 
from Sussex County.

By 1890 pearl buttons made up over 
half the total production of all buttons 
made in the U.S.  In Sussex County, the pearly shells used to 
make these buttons were surprisingly not local, but were 
abalone shells imported from Australia and Indonesia.  The 
iridescent mother of pearl interiors of the large, ear-shaped 
or flattish abalone made lustrous buttons. The shells were 

imported from the Pacific area in long boxes of 1” thick 
mahogany or teak. 

Teresa Derrickson talks lovingly about her Pop-Pop “Pres” 
Chandler. She recalls his old button cutting shed behind 
his house on Mulberry Street in Milton.  Outside his shop 
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Cut abalone shell, 
Wikimedia Commons, public domain

This is Augmented Reality (AR). It allows digital 
content – videos, images, links – to be connected 
to physical items ...like pages in High Tide News!  
We are proud to first in the area to introduce this 
technology! Call 302-727-0390 to learn more!

Scan the entire page wher-
ever you see this yellow star 
with your mobile device & 
ENJOY THE MAGIC OF 
VIDEO IN A NEWSPAPER!

BRING this NEWSPAPER to LIFE!  
Download the free  app at GET.LAYAR.COM
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Heather’s Home Works, LLC
Owner: Heather Bouges DeMarie
www.heathershomeworks.com
heather@heathershomeworks.com
302-249-7660
P.O. Box 1341
Ocean View, DE 19970 

Editor’s note: After hearing Heather Bouges 
speak at a B2B Women meeting at Bear Trap Dunes, I 
realized what an impressive, caring business woman 
she is. Heather’s beautiful spirit, integrity and love 
of her family, her business, her customers and espe-

cially her employees shines through. It is with pride 
& pleasure that High Tide News presents Heather 
Bouges with a refreshing approach to cleaning by 
Heather’s Home Works!  –Editor

How it all started

I moved to Delaware in 2003 from North-
ern Virginia to be closer to my family, and 
especially to my stepfather who was going 
through cancer treatment. I spent the 
summer with my Mom and helping with 
my Dad’s doctor visits. I got a little job help-
ing to keep house for a widower who lived 

behind my Mom and that fall I thought I 
could do better, as soon as I had enough 
cleaning clients to pay my bills, I quit.  

Hey, I can do this’ 
Funny enough I never ‘decided’ to go into 

the cleaning business. It was a skill that my 
mother taught me at a very early age back in 
the 70’s when you couldn’t go outside to play 
on Saturdays until the house was cleaned. 
Ammonia, pails of hot water, on hands and 
knees with a scrub brush and dish towels to 
dry the floors as you went - that was how you 

got a house really clean! 
When I saw the demand for things, basic 

things like quality work and a professional 
who shows up when they say they will & 
performs the service expected, I thought 
‘hey, I can do this’. 

How can I do this better? 

I have worked a lot of jobs over the years, 
door to door salesperson, pizza delivery, 
nanny, telemarketer, bookkeeper, shampoo 
girl, waitress, department store clerk, tran-

. . . If you see your neighbors are using us, ask them about their experience.   

By Heather Bouges DeMarie
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                              Inside Lippincott Button Factory, Milton      Courtesy of Delaware Archives


