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I am writing this article while sitting in 
the Toronto Airport, waiting for my flight 
back to the USA. I am on a business trip, 
and I’m tickled pink that I was able to visit 
a dear friend in Toronto, while I was here. 
We used to work together for years, and 
we’ve become close friends over the years, 
vowing to always stay in touch as much as 
possible. As I have lived in so many places 
in the world, I have developed close friend-
ships with people who live far away. Remote 
friendships have become a way of life for 
me and now for my wife, who has been 
transplanted from Iowa to Massachusetts.

Most folks have several groups of friends, 
and oftentimes those different groups of 
friends never meet, because they have 
totally different social circles or they live 
quite far from each other. Our groups of 
friends are truly remote. My wife and I 
were married last year in Ocean City, and 
we brought together all of these groups for 
one day of glorious happiness. Attendees 
of our wedding came from Iowa, New York, 
New Jersey, Switzerland, Texas, the state 
of Washington, Pennsylvania, Ohio, and 

Japan. Some were family members, others 
were friends of different social circles from 
the many chapters of our life. Believe it or 
not, we see all of them frequently, and that, 
requires effort. 

My wife and I enjoy the frequent com-
pany of friends and family. Because there 
are so many opportunities in life to befriend 
people, it is really difficult to manage all 
the relationships to grow strong. There is so 
little time in life, so we focus on our current 
circles, unless new friends strike us as great 
people, worthy of investing the time to get 
to know them. We’ve found that there are 
certain rules to follow, and we’d like to share 
them with you.

We keep in touch: Everyone is so busy, 
and it is so easy to let time slip by without 
a phone call or text message just to catch 
up, especially when we may not see our 
friends for another year. Good friends will 
take a phone call anytime, so we are not 
shy about picking up the phone and calling. 
Some have told me that they light up, when 
they see our name on the caller ID when we 
call and that they miss us when we do not 
call for a while.

We visit, if we are nearby: Sometimes, I 
will be in a remote place, like Tokyo, and 
have a full business schedule with almost 
each minute taken up. In such a case, I 
will do everything possible to find time to 
see a local friend. That may be a breakfast 
meeting or a quick coffee on my way to 
the train station or airport. Once I met up 
with a dear friend in Osaka, Japan. He is a 
science teacher there in an international 
school, teaching in English. My business 
schedule was completely full, so we ended 

up meeting very late at night for 
a nightcap after all my business 
meetings were completed. Our 
nightcap turned into a rather late 
night at a bar, where live music was 
playing, and we still talk about that 
great time we had.

Next week, I will be on a business 
trip in Dallas. My wife will accom-
pany me and together we will visit 
my cousin, her best friend, and her 
daughter. Being in Dallas and not 
visiting would not be an option, 
despite how busy I will be.

We know that disagreements will 
not last long: Even the closest rela-
tionships at some point feel some 
strain. Some disagreement can 
come about with planning a get-together 
or something someone said. In my case, I 
hold different political views than many of 
my dear friends. We all know it, and we all 
know that, before anything else, we are dear 
friends, not campaign opponents. Good 
friends let such small things pass. Fortu-
nately for us, we do not encounter too many 
of these situations.

We truly enjoy time together: We may 
splurge on an expensive boat ride togeth-
er, or we may simply visit friends in their 
home. Either way, we make a point to forget 
about distractions and concentrate on the 
moment of being together with friends. We 
tell them that we love them. We laugh out 
loud with them, and smiles and hugs are 
not in short supply, when we are together. 
As with my friend in Hungary, I never got a 
chance to say good-bye, because we passed 
away so quickly, but he knew how dear he 

was to me. 
We try not to miss major events: Wed-

dings and funerals are very important, 
and they solidify our stance with friends. 
It makes us part of their life. Our wedding 
last year did that for so many friends, who 
are now a stronger part of our life. I recently 
flew to Hungary to the funeral of one of 
my best friends, Janos, about whom I have 
written in the High Tide News. Several of 
my other friends from that social circle were 
there, and we continued to be part of each 
other’s lives.

Like many of you, we are fortunate to 
have plenty of friends. The fact that they 
are remote from us does not mean that 
life is any less fulfilling. In fact, it makes 
the time we are together with friends even 
sweeter. The relationships do require work 
to maintain, and they are worth every bit 
of effort.
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Vincent Paez  on one of his many business trips at the 
Rogers Centre, where the Toronto Blue Jays play.
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